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found waiting for them at the port of debarkation, and
on final departure for Europe it is mot unusual for old
Indians to pension those who have been faithful to them.
When I speak of faithfulness, I do not mean that, with
the exception of very rare cases, full dependence can be
placed on their truthfulness, or even on their honesty in
the strict sense of the term. It is very difficult for them
to resist the temptation to tell a lie^ when a fault is to be
screened or benefit to be obtained, and there are certain
understood perquisites of which they are inclined to
avail themselves in too liberal a degree; but they are at
the same time very careful to guard !he property of their
master against all others, and are deeply concerned for
the honour of his name. As a rule natives, both ser-
vants and others, are treated with less justice and kind-
ness by Jhe lower class of Europeans than by persons
better educated and of a higher position. There are
indeed soldiers and others who look on "niggers," as
they call all natives, with contempt, and are inclined
to abuse them, so far as they are permitted, to the full
bent of their rude nature. The term " nigger " is used
by some whb call themselves gentlemen. All I can say
of such gentlemen is that I wish they would speak in a
manner worthy of the name.
Of late years the position of Englishmen in India has
greatly changed. By the overland route, and by the
weekly postal communication, England and India are
brought near to each other in a degree which could not
have been deemed possible in former days. Persons on
leave for three months can now spend a month or five
weeks with their friends in England, and at the end of
their leave be ready to resume their duties. Every week
a stream of literature, in the shape of newspapers, peri-